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Sad 


Weatherstield—Bellingham’s Leavittown 


Until 1960, Bellingham was a small town of 6000 people. The factories on Pearl Street and Maple 


Street were slowing down. 


Much of the town was agrarian. 


Woonsocket provided a good 


proportion of the jobs for the workers. Into this small town in that year came the first glimpse of 


the future suburban communi 


a ee LEAS AOS 
Kaye/Nason Farm off Har 

Rumors had spread through the town that 
something was coming. The Kaye/Nason Farm off 
of Hartford Avenue and Nason Street were the 
focus of these rumors. 

On a Thursday evening in March of 1960, the 
residents were finally shown the details. Fifty 
residents, mostly from the area, heard the Planning 
Board review plans submitted by East Coast 
Builders Inc. for 326 homes in a subdivision named 
Wethersfield at Bellingham. 

To be built by Campanelli Bros of Braintree, 
the houses would be constructed on cement slab, 
no cellars and be 62 feet long and 24 feet wide as 
described by the engineer, Robert Schultz. 


Bellingham was to become. 


OE ae 
tford 


Avenue and Nason Street 

The post war building boom that had hit the 
rest of the country had finally come to Bellingham, 
All be it 15 years too late. Maybe not as big as the 
Leavittowns of the late ‘40s, but 300+ new homes 
in Bellingham was going to have an impact. 

Unknown to the residents then was that this 
development would shape the town for the rest of 
the century. The comfortable, affordable houses 
that came with Wethersfield came also with cars, 
people and most impacting of all, children. 

Aimed at the young family market, the new 
homes would bring people with expectations of 
services not yet available in Bellingham. 

On the night of May 19, 1960, Wethersfield 
Continued on Paged 2 


Continued from page 1 

was approved by the Planning Board. The Board 
was not able to affect the proposal to any great 
degree. Zoning had not yet been passed, 
subdivision regulations were in their infancy and 
not very restrictive. Board members Harold Cook, 
Jr.,Raymond Richard, Guerin,R. Bernard Biron and 
Emile DeRouin found little room to make changes. 


Construction started almost immediately and so 
didn’t preparation for the next phase, Wethersfield 
II. Submitted quickly to the Planning Board, it 
brought another 344 homes. It was approved on 
September 23, 1960. 


Not shown on the plans but offered was a large 
park like area and an Olympic size swimming pool. 
These along with the office with a large 
WETHERSFIELD sign on the roof were easily 
recognizable landmarks for several years as people 
came by car, train and bus to see the new homes in 
Bellingham. 


The impact on the Town was huge. It began a 
rush of developments that nearly doubled the 
population by 1972. A small town of 6774 in 1960 
became a larger town of 14,300 in 1972. 


In the next decade Macy School, Bellingham 
Memorial High School, an addition to that high 


‘ie 


MARTIN CEREL. Realtor 
Me ee a 


School and Stallbrook School were planned, 
financed and constructed. 818 students in 1960 
grew to 4500 in1978 and has settled back to a more 
reasonable 2600 today. 


The Olympic swimming pool _ disappeared, 


supposably lost to indifference on the part of the 
residents, however, a check of the plans shows it 
was never supposed to have been there in the first 
place. 


The houses sold. Priced for the market, they were 
snapped up and soon occupied by more than 1800 
persons, more than one third children. Mortgages 
were no money down if financed through the GI 
Bill. Small crime also rose. The quiet country 
roads soon needed repair and early in the ‘70s, 
North Main Street had to be closed and rebuilt. 


Wethersfield brought many good families to our 
area, persons who have lived here for years, served 
in government, raised families and now see their 
own children raising families here. Its cost was 
also very great as it burdened town government 
and services. It was probably not until the 1990s 
that the full financial impact was finally absorbed 
by the Town. 


The $13,000 home built in 1960 now sells for over 
$130,000. The in ground septic systems that began 
to overflow in the late ‘60s were finally replaced 
with a sewer system in the 1990s. An adequate 
water system for the ‘50s has added a half dozen 
new wells since. 


Surprisingly the houses, thought to be of poor 
construction by the locals have held up, except for 
the piping built into the cement slabs. 

BWL 


THE IMPACT OF WETHERSFIELD IN BELLINGHAM 


As the town's farmer population retired or could no 
longer make a decent living, the big farms were 
sold and developers were waiting. Naturally, the 
seller wanted the best price he could get and the 
developers had it. 


The quiet, peaceful country setting we natives were 
used to was going to disappear. We hated to see the 
bulldozers and other heavy equipment tearing up 
the fields and woods we were familiar with. 
Cement trucks and lumber trucks were numerous 
and the noise was foreign to us. We were used to 
hearing cows, horses, chickens, dogs and cats. The 
constant humming of saws, hammers and 
unfamiliar voices took over. We had a few smaller 
projects in town but this one was massive. 


One politician was excited about all the 
construction) saying how our taxes would go down 
with all these new homeowners paying taxes. That 
year our yearly tax bill was $202.00. He didn't stop 
to think that we would need new schools, more 
police and firemen and many more services. The 
population at that time might have been 4 to 5000. 


As the project was completed , with a swimming 
pool and all, folks flocked in to buy the cheap 
houses and low taxes Bellingham had to offer. 
Most newcomers came from larger towns or big 
cities. For many it was the first time they had ever 
owned a home. The newcomer's children had no 
respect for other people's property and petty crime 
became prevalent. Parties were numerous in the 
project and at times real loud late at night. 


One night a couple was having a real loud 
argument. It was a hot summer night and the 
sound traveled. At the sound of a gun shot we sat 
bolt upright in bed. My husband said "My God he 
shot her. " Everything quieted down and there was 
never any news of a shooting . Another night it 
sounded like an orchestra in the back yard. I was 
told a neighbor called the cops when a piano was 
brought out in the yard. 


The Kaye farm, later Nason farm, was a big farm 
on North Main St. I can recall hundreds of 


pumpkins in the yard in the fall, all for sale. Other 
farms had pumpkins and squash piled up during 
harvest time. The Stearn's farm on Nason St. also 
ended up as part of Wethersfield. 


When Monique Drive was built up and Macy 
School opened it left an easy access to my 
property. Street drains were directed to a stream 
and swamp on my back land. People started to use 
our property to dump their trash and kids made 
dams in the stream. The beautiful wild flowers we 
enjoyed in years past can no longer be found. The 
once prevalent whip-poor-wills and bob whites are 
very seldom heard. The beautiful sights, sounds 
and smells are gone forever. Most of the natives in 
town weren't pleased with Wethersfield but like 
most things, we got used to the change even though 
we didn't like it. 


The newcomers overtook our town meetings and 
voted in many things the natives were opposed to. 
We began to feel like outcasts in our own 
neighborhood and town. At a Cub Scout function 
one night, I sat with one of the newcomers. She did 
nothing but complain about what conveniences we 
didn't have. I finally asked her why she moved here 
in the first place, was it because of cheap housing 
and the lowest taxes around? When she said ‘yes’, 
I reminded her that if she had all the conveniences 
she wanted, her taxes would skyrocket -something 
she didn't want to hear. 


Some who have lived in Wethersfield for many 
years now feel like we do about the drastic changes 
in town. No one ever thought of the impact housing 
projects, a major highway and shopping centers 
would cause. The saddest part of all is to see old 
houses torn down and open land disappearing. 
Thank the Lord for our memories of a happier and 
simpler time . 

F.M.M. 


Back When 


Earliest memories of the acreage now known as Wethersfield, circa 1930s-------- In 1889, a Rev. 
Wade lived in the big house, and we believe it was the parsonage for the church on High Street. 


North Main St Pre 1960 


In 1914-1916, a White family lived there and Isaac Kaye bought it from them in the late 20s. Isaac 
Kaye came from New Brunswick to Medway and then to Bellingham. He had a large family (6 sons and 2 
daughters). He was familiarly known as "Granpa Kaye". 

This farm had many facets; a large garden area, numerous hay fields and milk cows. It en- 

compassed many acres- from south of the railroad tracks (about where Grover’s is now located) to past 
what is now, Caroline Drive (on the north)-- from North Main Street on the east and abutting land owned 
by George Stearns and the Gariepys on Taunton Street to the west. A section of the New York, New 
Haven and Hartford RR ran through the farm--in places you can still see the roadbed--this railroad ran 
from Woonsocket, RI to Needham,MA. passing through Bellingham, Medway and other local towns. 
When the railroad was abandoned, the swamp located on the east side of North Main St. became a well- 
known spot for picking blueberries. There was a well drilled just over the RR tracks on Isaac’s farm and 
this was the main source of their water. 
There were 2 Kaye families--one living on the west side of the road with the homestead and farm and 
another living on the east side raising chickens, cows, etc. Clarence Kaye, a son of Isaac,owned this place. 
This, too, was a good-sized farm with a big orchard running out back and along the railroad tracks. In the 
fall of 1935, the barn burned, losing a number of cattle. At a later date, the house also burned (thought to 
be caused by an electrical malfunction). The fire truck had to come from S. Bellingham and their only 
supply of water was the well across the street. About this time, one of Clarence's sons, Winslow Kaye, 
came to live at the home of L.F. Thayer, as an itinerant, haying and chopping wood, etc. 

I can remember driving by Isaac's farm in the late summer and fall and seeing his large roadside 
stand, bursting with squash, pumpkins and other farm produce. These were hard- working farmers. The 
Town of Bellingham raised turnips on a portion of his farm. They harvested and stored them in a large 
underground root cellar. 

In 1942, Bert Hood bought the large farm and with his son, Chet, lived there and farmed the 
acreage for 4 years. It was then sold to the Nason/Ozella family. They lived there until the land was sold 
in the late 1950s to the developers, Campanelli and Cardi. Hence Wethersfield was born. 


They originally offered 5 models of houses ranging from $13,000- $18,000 (sound good?) Early 
construction was all 'slab' houses, but later on full cellars were made available. One of their "PERKS" was 
a large Olympic swimming pool (near the road). It was originally a private area for the residents, but it 
was eventually offered to members of the town. It was a novelty, but not well-received by the natives. 
After a period of time this pool was filled in and more houses were built in that area. 


It was not long, before Wethersfield was in full SWING”. 
----- ETA — JB —- JK -IH -- NB 


Subdivisions Approved 1957-1969 
Happy Hills Farm Street 50 Lots 


Pinecrest Acres Mechanic St 29 Lots 
Rakeville Villa Wrentham Rd 11 Lots 


Total Approved 1950s 90 Lots 


Wethersfield Nason St 326 Lots 
Wethersfield II N Main St 344 Lots 


Approved Wethersfield I & II 670 Lots 
Deerfield Lane Hartford Ave. 18 lots 


Sunset Court Taunton St. 11 lots 


Valley View II Farm St. 35 lots 
Hills Estate So. Main St. 115 lots 
Country Squire Estate Wrentham St. 30 lots 
Kingswood Hartford Ave. 165 lots 
Country Club Estate Paine St. 10 lots 
No Planning Board Report 

Pilgrim Village 216 lots 


Bellingham Estates 41 lots 
Dal-Mor Estates 8 lots 
Deerfield Blackstone St. 26 lots 
Meadows Green Acres 10 lots 
Centre Park Estates Center St. 67 lots 
Leo Poirier Off Pulaski Blvd. 4 lots 
Bald Hill Estates Lake St. 80 lots 
Evergreen Estates Off Hartford Ave. 
Dal-Mor, Sect. A. Dal-Mor Road 10 lots 
Wethersfield-Sect. #3 Off Hartford Ave. 31 lots 
Old Colony Park Off Blackstone St. ' 22 lots 
Lemire Court off Wrentham Road 10 lots 
Brookside Estates Mechanic Street 37 lots 
Dal-Mor Estates off Paine Street 6 lots 
Almo-Heights Lizotte Drive 8 lots 
Heritage Pines off So. Main Street 15 lots 
1966 five subdivisions approved 97 Lots 
1967 to 1969 No subdivisions Approved 


Total Approved 1961-69 -- Post Wethersfield 1072 Lots 
All Information from Town Reports 


HISTORY OF A HOUSE 
187 Mechanic Street 


This was a | 1/2 acre lot, part of a 20 acre parcel owned by Dana and Ella Pond of Providence. 


In 1914 Thomas Collins, a motorman on the MA. and 
West Street Railway, purchased the 1 1/2 acres. 
Collins and his wife built the house, called a 
bungalow, somewhere around 1915-1916. During the 
time they lived there, they built two large hen houses 
_ at the rear of the house. (For more on Mr. Collins see 
the next page) 


Myrtle, the daughter of the Collins' married Charles 
Sanford. She became owner of the house in 1935. Her 


children attended Bellingham schools. 


In 1947, Joseph Massaro bought the house from 
Myrtle Sanford. 


In 1950, Joseph and Rita Ledoux bought the 
house from Massaro. 


In 1987, Joyce Godbout bought the house, and in 
recent years it has served as a hospice. It is 
now once again up for sale. 

M.C. 


Streets in Wethersfield 


Wethersfield 


Wethersfield II 


Nason Street* . 
Hartford Ave* North Main Street* 


Wethersfield Road Porter Road 


Bruce Road Shirley Road 
Jeannine Road Arbend Circle 


Yvonne Road Anne Marie Drive 


Maureen Road Caroline Drive 


Theresa Road Sheila Road 


Clarence Road Stella Road 
Patricia Road Ruthellen Road 


Temi Road 
* existing Paul Road 


* existing 


MILFORD, ATTLEBORO & WOONSOCKET STREET RAILWAY 
MOTORMEN, CONDUCTORS 1913 


Reading left to right. 
Names of men shown: Albert Spencer in white straw hat, Frank Desmond in background on 
trolley car, Arthur Keefe, Thomas Collins, Gordon Ross standing behind, Henry Simmler, 


Charles Aldrich, John Haley with a cap in back, Henry Dufresne, William Naughton, James 
Kennelly, John Whalen, William Bowen, Charles Lackey and William Jordan. 


This picture was taken on the triangle at the "Four Corners" where the tracks were headed 
towards Bellingham Center in the background. Through the openings in the trolley car on the 


right can be seen the front of the Bourcier store. 


Those were the good old days when a treat was in store for passengers with a breezy ride on the 
open summer cars. 


We hope that more pictures will turn up because there are still many men that we have not been 
able to feature in our "Comments" 


Picture courtesy of Mary Care Bowen, Mendon. QR 


First Bellingham High Graduating Class --1939 


The young men and women pictured above enjoyed the distinction of being the first graduates 
from Bellingham High School, which opened its doors for the first time in October 1938. The 
First Commencement exercises were conducted in the school auditorium. The graduates were: 
First row; (left to right) Leo Cartier, class treasurer, Lola Meotti, secretary, Edgar Scott, 
president, and Rita Guerin, vice-president; second row, Jennie Zhaured, Evelyn Boyle, Esther 
Foley, Blanche Fitzpatrick, Helen Mostek, Mary Gigante, Marion Hogarth, Constance Farley; 
third row, George Staples, Albert Spencer, Adelard Bernier, Virgilio Forte, Stephen Nadolny, 
Dante Innocente 


FIRST COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
OF 
BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
Class of 1939 
HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
Thursday, June 29, 1939 


At 8 o'clock 
PROGRAM 
BL OCOSSIONAL pete te MAMAN EE cer diss .g ss Ip eest . School Orchestra 
UG Careta Gy) 0 wae ee Reverend Charles Moisan 
DAIL ACOT Vie bat hee ee el haa... E J. Adelard Bernier, '39 
MOT OCs VIE NOM pe Bt: city. Ud <td = tah -tins dg MA tw Giese- Fischer 
"Volga Boatmen's Song". . 15.01 4.006.560) ees Boys' and Girls' Glee Club 
eh eae Ry roe a ea School Orchestra 
Awarding of Prizes........ Daniel J. Breen, Chairman School Committee 
Bpecial enone A Wald oy, eel cok ans Tecate debates Edward M. Reid 
POSE GYRE ET) Se Martin 
PST ACHCL OUD Geen ol... Md... ese mee at. oy Brahms 
Girls' Glee Club 
Address to Graduates....................00004. Martin F. O'Connor, President 
Framingham State Teachers' College 
Presentation of Diplomas: ... 20 mre........+.1..09s meee Daniel J. Breen 
DV ALCCICTOLVS.o SPARE chan’, sk Gs» stieunig Meee ee Jennie Zhawred 
SEL ASS SONS ys tee Aba json eek cambodia ab aise Oe: Class of 1939 
BSCNECICHON A tiger)... . 2. cise eeb es cca: Reverend C. E. Chamberlain 
MahionalA nthe: tc. co s.ssd ce mbOr amma es Lek ee sk... cava Assembly 
PRC CRSIONAL hen a LET. vy «is aes eaten RSME: « o> GU led, Class of 1939 


Class of 1940 (Former Franklin Students) 


The following list of students were one of the last classes from 
Bellingham to attend Franklin High School. In October 1938, they 
transferred to Bellingham High School, which had been recently built, 
and graduated from Bellingham High School in 1940. They were in the 
first class to attend the new High School for a full year. 


This list was published in the Franklin High School yearbook in 1938. 
John Baczuk Rosamond Burr Angela Giganti Simone Rainey 


Nellie Baczuk Yolanda Coda June Hall Charles Sarakin 
Charles Berry Raymond Cook Gilbert Houde Morton Schaefer 
Edna Boudreau Wilfred Arbert Martel Leo Trottier 
Arthur Bokoski Dufresne Adele Melrose 


Henry Bruce Eugene Garneau Leandro Rotatori 


MEMORIAL DAY 
MAY 22, 1955 


The line of march was as follows: 

Ist Division: Bellingham Police Force, Gold Star Mothers, 
Marshall and Aides, Foxboro Drum and Bugle Corps, Amold 
Spencer Post #218 Firing Squad and Colors, Visiting 
Legionnaires, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts. 

2nd Division: Marshall and Aides, Holy Family Drum and 
Bugle Corps, Carl O. Johnson Post Drill Team, Polish American 
Club Delegates, Franco American Club Delegates, Lions Club 
Delegates, Bellingham A.C., Girl Scouts, Brownies, Junior 
Auxiliary of the Arnold Spencer Post, Members of the Amold 
Spencer Post, Automobile for the Disabled Veterans, and the Fire 
Dept. All photos courtesy of Mae Vater 


“Bellingham Fire Dept. Engine #2 a 
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Old Bellingham Town Common 


EMBARRASSING MOMENTS---------- 

Leaving the house in a hurry and later noticing you have on one black and one brown shoe. 

Did you ever find yourself on a one way street going the wrong way? 

Bypass your exit on the highway and go 10 miles before the next exit? 

Not being able to find your car in the mall parking lot? 

Getting in the wrong car? 

Greet someone only to find out it wasn't who you thought it was? 

At a somber occasion something funny happens and you can't stop laughing? 

Be talking to several people only to find out later you had a big smudge on your face or something caught 
in your tooth? 

Wake up the whole house announcing all had overslept only to find out you looked at The clock wrong? 
Go to introduce someone you know well only for the life of you you can't remember their name? 

Have your socks keep creeping into your shoes when you are all dressed up? 

Call someone by the wrong name ? 

Slip and fall when you're trying to make a good impression? 

Have a zipper or strap break when there is no place to go to fix it? 

Get caught in the shower when both phone and door bell are ringing? 

Take your car to the garage to check a horrible noise that's quiet when the mechanic takes it for a test 
drive? 

Borrow something only to find out it’s broken and afraid you'll be blamed for it? 

Have a toddler with you when you meet an acquaintance and have the child say, "Mama , why does that 
lady have a funny tooth?" 

Your house is a mess doing spring cleaning and a long lost friend shows up to visit? 

The heel of your shoe breaks when you're at an important meeting or party? 

The seat of your trousers is split and you don’t know it until someone taps you on the shoulder to tell you 
9 

You accidently walk off with someone else's cart in the grocery store? 

You are driving a group of kids to an outing only to find out when you get there one kid you don't know is 
with you? 

Sitting on a damaged chair at a friend's house and having it collapse? 

Losing your train of thought in the middle of a sentence? 

Using the wrong word in the wrong place when you really know you did and hoping It wasn’t noticed? 
You have a houseful of company and the toilet overflows? 

You lose a big filling in your front tooth while at a party? 

Your house is spotless but somehow a spider is hanging from the ceiling right in front of your company? 
The elastic gives way on your jogging pants and you don't have a safety pin? 

You are reciting poetry and your mind goes blank? 

You're having company for dinner and the electricity goes off while everything is cooking? Your child 
finds an old love letter and takes it to school for Show and Tell’ ? 

You are rescuing a neighbor’s run away horse when a cop stops you and asks to see the bill of sale? 
Starting to tell a joke and forgetting the punch line? 

Lock your car door only to see the keys dangling from The ignition? 

Standing on the porch in pajamas and slippers when the door slams shut and locks? 

Boasting how your new pup is housebroken only to have him prove you wrong? 

Eating a caramel and having your dentures dislodge so you can't get them in or out? 

Being accused of something you didn't do and not being able to prove it? 

Two teens in braces stealing a kiss and the braces lock.? 

Today's embarrassing moments are tomorrow's humorous ones. Laughter really is the best medicine. 


SOUTH MILFORD MILL 


On the Charles River, just south of Hartford 
Avenue., and about midway between the old ‘green 
store' and the old ‘South Milford depot’ once stood 
the Holbrook mill, formerely known as the 
Penniman mill or the South Milford mill. 

The boundaries of the three towns center at the 
bridge near this point. The road divides Milford 
from Mendon and the river and factory pond divide 
these towns from Bellingham, as seen by the 
following dia 


Land om thia aide of | 
street and ‘poud ts 
ia Milford. 


and on this aide ie 
‘atreet and river ie 2 
’ {y Mendon. 


4 to Wovusucket. | | Ihoad to Milford. 


charles itiver! 


PEP CRAG Oy Lapmaapah oA gre | ry 


*e 

ree 
is 
= | 


Factory Pond. 


i 


sud pond is io Bellinghaus. 
O Depot. 


 Beilromd: to ‘Bellingham. 


Land on this side of river 


In /8/2, Penniman, Scammell & Co. purchased 
from Dr. Samuel L. Scammel 3rd. land on both 
sides of the old ‘Hartford Turnpike' and land on 
both sides of the Charles River, including water 
rights for the sum of $1,200. The mill was built by 
Major Samuel Penniman & Co. It was Constructed 
of stone and measured about 90 X 30 feet. Nothing 
now remains but some scattered stones. 

"The Bellingham Woolen and _ Cotton 
Manufactory" is mentioned in a history of this 
industry as one of the earliest to be incorporated by 
the state. This was done in 1814, and it's capital 
was fixed at $15,000. There were employed in the 
mill at this time about 20 to 25 hands, and at one 
time, this location was the busiest part of town. Just 
opposite the mill was a boarding house for the 


employees. One of the first post offices in town 
was located here, being established in 1814 with 
Samuel Penniman as postmaster. 

In 1831, the company consisted of the stone mill, a 
brick dyehouse, weaving and store-houses, also a 
blacksmith and carpenter shop. 

In 1833, Sylvanus Holbrook took charge of the 
mill, and W.F. Morgan was the superintendent. In 
1836 or “37 Gen Moses Whitney of Milton took 
possession of the property and it was leased to 
various parties, who apparently did not have great 
success, until 1859 when Willard Chilson and 
James J. Fisk purchased the property. In 1860 they 
sold it to Thayer, Sweet & Co. of Hopkinton, who 
managed the business until March, 1867, when the 
mill was destroyed by fire. 

After the mill fire, the village of South Milford 
seemed to lose it's ambition. 

For the next 60 years the remains of the old stone 
mill could still be seen., until time and salvage 
cleared it away. At present, it is a residential area 
with an extremely heavy traffic problem. E.T. 
Photo wi of Pas ie ts 


Remains of the Holbrook Mill, Hartford Ave. 
Bellingham. Taken about 1900. The people in the 
photo are Ella Howard, Ray Howard and Clara 
Thayer. 


MAILBOX 
NEws 


Dear Crimpville Comments, 


Having been born and educated in Bellingham, I 
naturally have an attachment to our town. I have 
seen your publication and certainly enjoyed 
reading about our town's history. .As a matter of 
fact, my picture has been in your publication on 
more than one occasion. 
I am requesting to be on your mailing list, if that is 
possible. I am enclosing a donation. 
Sincerely, 
Ronald Koloski 


Dear Historical Commission: 


I really enjoy Crimpville Comments--it brings back 
a lot of memories of growing up in Bellingham. I 
came across some old grade school photos-perhaps 
they can be printed in a future paper. 

Dan Breen 


To Whom It May Concern, 


We continue to enjoy receiving the Crimpville 
Comments. It is so interesting to read about the 
whereabouts of so many Bellingham folks we 
knew of years back. 

The Lowells 


Mai, Mal 


SPRING’S RAINBOW 
by Marie Savage 


Golden hills of daffodils 
And tulips red and white; 
Rows of purple irises 
Wave in the morning light. 


Blossoms on the cherry trees 

Burst forth in shades of pink; 

Dewdrops tiptoe on the grass 
Where striped bees stop to drink. 


The robin flaunts his bright red vest; 
The bluebirds start to sing , 
I never cease to marvel at 
This rainbow that is spring . 


DONATIONS 


Daniel & Eleanor Breen 
Frank & Rose M. Haley 
Ronald Koloski 
Jean Brennan 


Phyllis Rhodes 
In memory of 
Bertrand Remillard 


Linwood & Dorothy Lowell 
in memory of 
Vincent Thayer & Gary Thayer 


DEATHS 
Dorothy E. Keefe 
Melissa A. Arcand 
Robert F. O'Donnell 
Gary C. Thayer 
Olga (Tucker) Burgess 
John H. Curley 
William Dane 
Doris Boutiette 
Mary I. Trudel 
Colby E. Look 
Errol V. Tougas 
Alice S. Richard 
Shawn P. Lonsdale 


Happy 50" Anniversary Bellingham Lions Club 


Woonsocket Call, January 31, 1951 
Lions Club Given Charter 


In Bellingham 


BELLINGHAM -- The Bellingham Lions Club was 
formally activated last night at Charter Night ceremonies 
in the Cottage Club. 

Harry A. Hartford, district governor, presented 
the charter. Francis G. Locklin, new president, received 
a gavel and bell from Leonard Surette, president of the 
Medway Lions who are sponsoring the local group. 

The program opened with a call to order by 
Locklin and Leo Gosselin led the gathering in a song 
and salute to the flag. After dinner, Reno Renzoni took 
over the duties of toastmaster. 

Selectman Ovila Majeau brought the greetings 
of the town and Gus Brown, organizer for Lions 
International, delivered the principal address. 

After the charter exercises, singing of the 
national anthem closed the program. General dancing 
followed. | Lydon Murray was chairman of the 
arrangements committee for the event. 

Officers of the Bellingham Lions, in addition to 
the president, are Stephen Petrosky, first vice president; 
Bruno Santini, second vice president; Lucien Gagne, 
secretary; Walter Mostek, treasurer; Joseph Fluette, Lion 
Tamer and Zephirin Remillard, Lion Twister. 

Directors are Arthur Trottier, Emil Vadeboncoeur, 
Adam Kozimor and Murray. 


June 4 1952 


IN WITH A BOAR... m Lions Chats smaten 
ng, left to right, are Lawien Gagne, secretary; Arth 
dent, antl Kugene Primeay, sec 

trustee 


ECLA ; 
James Wrenn, Gen 
dae 


The founding of the Bellingham Lions Club 
on January 21, 1951, was the start of the most 
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active and successful service Club in the Town’s 
history. Their activities have been a credit to the 
Town and their organization. The following are 
only a few of their many charitable acts. 

In 1952 The Lions established an evening 
to honor Bellingham School Athletics and Youth 
Sports teams. This has become an annual affair. In 
1953 they assisted in the Massachusetts Eye 
Research program. This has led to one of the Club's 
largest fund raising activity that takes place on an 
annual basis, namely, the White Cane Toll Road, 
held in October. A Lion's Scholarship Fund was 
established in 1962. In 1967, an Outstanding 
Citizen's Award was established. The first recipient 
was Maurice LeBlanc, Scoutmaster of Troop 18. 

In 1954, The Lions Club, through a fund 
raising effort, purchased a combination ambulance- 
rescue truck for the fire department. This was the 
first of many local projects the Club either 
sponsored or joined in. The project was completed 
in record time and the truck, made by a Lion 
member Frank Kozimor, was given to the Town. 

The club has sponsored annually: Speech 
and Poster contest, a Golf Tournament, Special 
Olympics, Elderly Christmas Dinner, Halloween 
Evening for children, along with other numerous 
projects and events. 

Throughout the years, the Bellingham 
Lions Club has assisted the local churches, the 
town and schools through their contributions of 
money and equipment. It has also worked 
consistently to improve the recreational facilities 
and activities for the youth of the community. 

Congratulations to the Lions, past, present 
and future for their hard work, success and good 
fellowship. 


Through the Years With the Lions 


1954 


Presentation of first ambulance to 
Town. Standing left to right: 
Arthur Trottier, Jim Wrenn, Harris 
Varieur, Bruno Santini. 

Bottom left to right: Frank Spayd, 
Vinny Thayer, Archie Trottier, 

Ben Biron, Walter Mostek, Frank 
Kozimor. Photo courtesy of Cheryl 
Desroches 


February 1960 -- Call Photo 


August 1977 -- Call Photo 


Cherles Gerriar, standing, prasident the 
th Clab, checke on the comfert of 
a3 of the Wrentham Manor Heaving for 
the Elderly where six perk benchec howe been 
jetotled through the offerte of the Lens Chob, 
Sryinig Gut the benches for the Hire? time are, from 
felt Mes, Lilien Morce?, Frask Gendron and Mrs 
Betty Adore. The bathes coot more thon Sais, 
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Home of George Nason 
Mechanic Street 
1940s — 50s 


ee ces 


U.S. Post Office 
Mechanic Street 
2001 


